
 

 

 

NORTHRIDGE WEST NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 
General Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, May 12th, 2026 
 at 6:15 PM 

 
I. a) CALL TO ORDER at 6:19 p.m. by Janis Kraft, president of NWNC. 

Roll Call: Janis Kraft, Kathleen Edwards, Nathan Lichtman, Sam Dulys, 
Nicolas Haddad, Kevin Herzberg & Jeff Diamond. Quorum achieved with 7 
board members. Krystal Sims arrived at 6:31 p.m. Absent: (1) Richard 
Young. Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

II. ADMINISTRATIVE MOTIONS –  

a) (Kraft/Edwards) moved approval of April 14, 2026 General Board meeting 
minutes. The motion carried: 5-0-2. 
Voting Yea: (5) Kraft, Edwards, Lichtman, Dimond & Dulys. 
Opposed: (0) 
Abstaining: (2) Haddad & Herzberg. 
 

b) (Dulys/Diamond) moved approval of the April 2026 MER: The motion carried 
unanimously: 8-0-0. 
Sam explained the MER for April 2026 stating that the remaining balance is 
$5673.13.  
Voting Yea: (8) Kraft, Edwards, Lichtman, Dulys, Diamond, Haddad, Herzberg 
and Sims. 
Opposed: (0) 
Abstaining: (0) 
 

III. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS  

Glenn Bailey: Mayor Bass attended the last VANC meeting and responded to 
questions. It was recorded and is on the LANCC website. The next meeting will be 
taking place on Zoom on May 14, 2026, 6:30 p.m. with someone from the city 
speaking on the Street Lighting Assessment coming up for a vote. 

 

Ben Chiang, a stakeholder, talked about reoccurring noise in his neighborhood due to  
a sober living facility. He has reached out to the Councilmember and 
Assemblymember but there has been no resolution so far. He asked the board 
members to support him and his neighbors on this issue. 

 

Patricia Lopresti spoke about Meet the Horses and Park Rangers event, taking place 
on May 30, from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. at Oakridge Estate Park on Devonshire Street. 

 

IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS: Janis made the following announcements: 

a) Board member Richard Young has resigned due to other projects in his life. 
b) She reminded the board that 5/20/26 is the final date for Event Approval Requests 

using current fiscal year funds 
c) 6/1/26 is the final date to submit a check payment request through the NC 

Funding System Portal.  
d) 6/20/26 is the final day for credit card charges as the next fiscal year begins on  

7/1/26. 



 

e) This Friday, 5/15/26, is the Senior Dance 5pm to 10pm at Northridge Park. 
f) Saturday 5/16-Sunday 5/17 is the Salute to Recreation Family Festival. She 

asked the board members to volunteer with the NWNC booth volunteers between 
12noon and 10pm 

g) Saturday 5/30, NWNC will table at the Meet the Horses event from 10am to 1pm 
h) 5/20 Brown Bag Funding and Policy Guideline Workshop 12 noon-1pm 
i) On 5/27, there is a Brown Bag NC Writing Workshop on Zoom, from 12noon to 

1pm. 

 
V. PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

a)  Janis asked the board to work on ideas to fill several vacant seats so quorum can 
be maintained. She suggested inviting neighbors and friends who might be 
interested in the meetings. 

VI. GOVERNMENT REPORTS 

a) Public Safety LAPD Devonshire Division. (non-emergency number 1 877-ASK   

LAPD): No report. 

CD 12 City Council Representative: Myrka Martinez spoke about the new license 

plate camera program starting in the fall. There will be 8 locations monitored in the 

district.  

• The CM submitted a motion to expand the enforcement area addressing 

homeless encampments around sensitive spaces.  

• CM Lee serves on the Govt. Relations Committee and will be working on the 

Charter Reform Committee’s recommendations. 

• She listed different events the CM has attended, including 100 years of history 

of the City Council.  

There was discussion by several board members about where and how the homeless 

are housed. 

c) Other Government Departments/Agencies: None. 

d) Department of Neighborhood Empowerment, Vincent Autiero thanked Jeff 

Diamond for participating in a recent cleanup. He spoke about the budget that the 

Mayor released: $25K would be maintained for all the NCs in the City plus the $10K 

rollover of funds unspent (the City Clerk has asked for an unlimited amount for the 

rollover of funds); monies were approved the NC elections in 2027; and there were 

no cuts proposed to EmpowerLA’s staff.  

EmpowerLA was able to get an extension on the compliance required by the City for 

all websites – the new date is in 2027. They have requested $150K in funding to 

assist the NCs with these ADA Title 2 website requirements. 

The Mayor’s Office is bringing World Cup Watch Parties to every Council District and 

they will be free. 

d) Budget Advocate, www.budgetadvocates.org: Glenn Bailey stated that the 

Budget Advocates submitted their input to the Mayor on how much should be 

allocated for each City department. He suggested board members review CF26-

2600, the budget council file. The Budget and Finance Committee will be reviewing 

the Mayor’s proposed budget and making their recommendations next week to the 

City Council. The City Council will then vote on approval of the final City budget on 

http://budgetadvocates.org/


 

May 21. If anyone wants to comment on the Mayor’s budget, there will be a public 

comment section taking place on May 20th at the City Council downtown at City Hall.  

Budget Day is coming – June 27th from 7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Registration is open and if 

you want free parking, you have to pre-register at: budgetadvocates.org. There will 

be a nice breakfast provided at City Hall for this event. 

 
VII. FUNDING MOTIONS   

 

a) Congress of Neighborhoods Funding: (Kraft/Edwards) moved approval of up to 
$1,000 from the Outreach account to support the Congress of Neighborhoods which 
will be held on September 26, 2026 at LA City Hall.  
The motion passed unanimously: 8-0-0. 

Voting Yea: (8) Kraft, Edwards, Lichtman, Dulys, Diamond, Haddad, Herzberg 
and Sims. 
Opposed: (0) 
Abstaining: (0) 

 
▪ In 2024, the NWNC passed a motion to spend $1000 for this event.   
▪ Glenn Bailey spoke about the events that take place during the Congress as 

well as the costs for putting on this event.  
▪ Vincent Autiero said about 700 people attended last year’s Congress. 

 
 

b) Website Services: (Kraft/Lichtman) moved to approve $250.00 per month to The 
Mailroom to provide website services for 2025-2026.  Janis stated that The Mailroom 
has submitted the necessary paperwork to the funding clerk. Once approved, the BAC 
must be submitted to Mariel. 

 
The motion carried unanimously: 8-0-0. 
Voting Yea: (8) Kraft, Edwards, Lichtman, Dulys, Diamond, Haddad, Herzberg 
and Sims. 
Opposed: (0) 
Abstaining: (0) 

 
c) Budget Day Funding: (Edwards/Dulys) moved to approve up to $1000 for 6/27/26 

Budget Day. $1000 was approved in 2025 and came out of the Outreach Budget. 
 
The motion carried unanimously: 8-0-0. 
Voting Yea: (8) Kraft, Edwards, Lichtman, Dulys, Diamond, Haddad, Herzberg 
and Sims. 
Opposed: (0) 
Abstaining: (0) 

 
d) NWNC Budget: The board discussed action required to take a vote on the 2026-2027 draft 

Budget of $25,000, as Sam just assumed the position of treasurer from Joel Lowell. The 
budget vote must be made by 6/9/26 and documents, BAC and signatures need to be 
uploaded to the City Clerk by 7/1/26. 

 

• Sam suggested keeping the budget allocations the same as the 2025-2026 
fiscal year’s budget. He then reviewed the percentages allocated for each 
category. 



 

• Next month, the budget vote will take place. 
 

e) Brush Abatement at Limekiln Cyn: There was discussion on funding up to $2,500 
from the Community Improvement Program fund for brush abatement at Limekiln 
Canyon. Funds must be kept in the Council File account established by CD12 for 
matching purposes. The discussion centered around the depth of this proposed 
project and how the funding would take place. Myrka Martinez, from CD12, 
answered questions about the process for funding. She will connect Sam with the 
Rec and Parks Principal Forester so a site visit can be arranged to visit the lower 
Limekiln Canyon area. And from the ideas raised, the NWNC can get a better sense 
of what funding is needed.  
 
Janis asked Jeff Diamond to find out who would be working on the topiaries and 
what the costs would be to make improvements. Once the Beautification Committee 
has more information, NWNC will vote on this. 

 
VIII:  NEW BUSINESS 
 

a) PLUZ Committee: Discussion about a Conditional Use Permit Application being 
submitted by the AMC Theatres, located at the Northridge Fashion Mall: The May 
1, 2026 committee meeting recommended approval of this request to serve beer, 
wine and spirits at the theatres. Case #ZA-2025-4729-CUB.  

 Jennifer Oden, the attorney representing AMC Theaters on this CUP, spoke 
about the liquor license request.  

 

Discussion:  

• Michele Hales asked about the cost of the alcoholic beverages. 

• Jennifer said it varied based on what type of alcohol it was, but it would be by 
the glass. No more than two alcoholic beverages would be sold to a single 
person. 

• Kathleen asked how many ounces were in each drink. Jennifer identified the 
amounts per beverage. 

• Kevin asked how they tracked the drinks served. Jennifer wasn’t sure how that 
was done. 

 

b) Discussion on pending ADA rules for websites. Webmistress Sheryl Akerblom, 
with the Mail Room, updated the board on the work she is doing per the City’s 
compliance requests. Kathleen recommended that all board members attend the 
City’s training re: website compliance. 

 
c) Discussion and vote to have booth at no charge at National Night Out on 
8/4/26. Janis encouraged everyone get involved in this event at Northridge Park on 
Reseda Blvd., south of LaMarsh. (Kraft/Dulys) moved to have a booth at National 
Night Out. The motion carried unanimously. 

 
Voting Yea: (8) Kraft, Edwards, Lichtman, Dulys, Diamond, Haddad, Herzberg 
and Sims. 
Opposed: (0) 
Abstaining: (0) 

 

d) Outreach Committee: (Kraft/Lichtman) moved to appoint Kathleen Edwards 
as an Outreach Committee member.   



 

The motion carried unanimously. 
Voting Yea: (8) Kraft, Edwards, Lichtman, Dulys, Diamond, Haddad, Herzberg 
and Sims. 
Opposed: (0) 
Abstaining: (0) 

 
e) Filling the Secretary Vacancy: There were no volunteers. 

 
IX. NWNC Committee Reports 

a) Executive Committee (Janis Kraft)- No report. 
 

b) Public Safety _ Jeff Diamond said they were on hold due to the issues 
surrounding the sober living homes. He will have a meeting in the next 3 weeks to 
discuss issues and opportunities, including using the MyLA311 app, which he 
said has been very responsive.  

 
Kathleen added that a stakeholder discovered that the owner of the sober living 
house is under investigation for a crime. She thought it might be a good idea to 
go to the City Attorney or the Attorney General to get some action.  
 
Kevin said he has also found the MyLA311 app to be very helpful. 

 
               c) Government Affairs – Janis said this committee needs a chairperson. 
 

d) Planning and Land Use -  Sam Dulys said the Planning Commission is scheduled 
to take a vote on this in two days: CF25-1083. On 9/12/25, the CA Legislature 
passed SB 79 which changes neighborhood zoning. Janis noted that anyone can 
submit a community impact statement on their own by going to: 
https://cityclerk.lacity.org 

 
e) Elections - Janis said the proposed election structure for 2027 will be hybrid with 
voting by mail and in person. The final decision will be made by the City Council. 
Also, they will be partially funded, if approved by the City Council.  

 
f) Homelessness (Nathan Lichtman) – No report. 

 
 (g) Beautification - Sam Dulys will head up this committee and hold a meeting in the 
next two weeks to discuss the topiaries, brush abatement and a power box painting. 

 
h) Budget - Sam Dulys) – Previously discussed. 

 
i) Outreach - Nathan Lichtman – Previously discussed.  

 
( j) Education - Krystal Sims said there was nothing to report at this time. 
 

X. ADJOURNMENT at 9:25 p.m. 
 

-Minutes by Pat Kramer, AtWork- 
 

http://cityclerk.lacity.org/

