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NORTHRIDGE WEST NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 
GENERAL BOARD MEETING 
Tuesday, March 10th, 2026 

 at 6:15 PM 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER at 6:20 p.m. 
a)   Call to Order by Presiding Officer, President Janis Kraft.  

 
b)   Roll Call: Present: Janis Kraft, Kathleen Edwards, Nathan Lichtman, Joel 

Lowell, Alanna Flax-Clark, Nicolas Haddad, Richard Young, and Jeff 
Diamond. Quorum (of 7) achieved with 8 board members. Absent: Sam Dulys, 
Kevin Herzberg, Diana Delgado and Krystal Sims. 

 
c) At-Large Board member Vacancy: Janis stated that board members are only 

allowed three vacancies in a row or four in a 12-month period for board meetings. 
According to NWNC Bylaws for Absences Article 5 Sec 7, Diana Delgado’s 
absences occurred on 4/8/25, 11/11/25, 12/9/25, 2/10/26. Therefore her seat is to 
be declared vacant.  
(Lowell/Flax-Clark) moved to confirm that the seat occupied by board 
member Diana Delgado has been declared vacant. The motion carried: 6-0-2.  
Voting Yea (6): Kraft, Lichtman, Lowell, Flax-Clark, Haddad, and Diamond. 
Opposed (0) 
Abstaining (2): Edwards & Young 
Absent (3): Dulys, Hertzberg & Sims 
 
DONE Rep. Vincent Autiero stated that with Diana Delgado no longer on the 
Planning and Land Use committee, someone else on the board would need to fill 
that position as each committee requires two board members. 
 

d) Pledge of Allegiance – Board members stood and took the pledge of allegiance. 
 

II. ADMINISTRATIVE MOTIONS –  
a) Approval of February 10, 2026 General Board meeting minutes. 

(Kraft/Lowell) moved approval of the February 2026 minutes. The motion 
carried 5-0-3. 
Voting Yea (5): Kraft, Lowell, Haddad, Diamond & Young 
Opposed (0) 
Abstaining (3) Edwards, Lichtman and Flax-Clark 
Absent (3): Dulys, Hertzberg & Sims 
 

b) Approval of February 2026 MER. Joel stated that there is $14,000 left in the 
budget for the fiscal year. (Edwards/Kraft) moved approval of the February 
2026 MER for NWNC. The motion carried unanimously.  
Voting Yea (8): Kraft, Edwards, Flax-Clark, Lichtman, Lowell, Haddad, Diamond & 
Young. 
Opposed (0) 
Abstaining (0)  



2 
 

Absent (3): Dulys, Hertzberg & Sims 
 

III. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS  
Glenn Bailey said in lieu of the Mayor being at the VANC meeting on Thursday, 
there will be a presentation given on using goats to remove non-native vegetation 
which presents a fire risk. The VANC meeting is at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, March 12, 
2026. On Sunday, March 22nd at 6:30 p.m. there will be a virtual candidates forum for 
those running for City Attorney, sponsored by the Sustainability Alliance.  
 

IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
A. Mayor Bass has postponed her appearance at the 3/12/26 VANC meeting to 

4/9/26. 
B. Charter Reform Commission Update: Janis said they have about 4 meetings left 

before they prepare their recommendations to the City Council in April. Originally 
all NC proposals were denied but NCs are still making public comment 
announcements at every meeting. Click here for updates. reformlacharter@lacity.org 
 
Kathleen recommended board members attend the LANCC and VANC meetings 
as there is a lot of helpful information shared at those meetings.  She also 
announced a meeting by Northridge Vision at 2 p.m. on Wednesday, March 11, 
2026. 

 
V. PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

Filling one Board Vacancy seat for an At-Large position. Rather than filling 
this seat, Janis stated that Diana Delgado has requested to be re-appointed.  
Vincent said he has emailed her the information for the Cornerstone trainings. 
Janis has as well. 
 
Discussion on ending GBMs at 9:15pm as requested by some board 
members and some of the public. Janis spoke about trying to be more efficient 
with information so items can be moved through quickly and the meeting can end 
at 9 p.m. She asked board members to let her know if they have to step away 
from the meeting so if there is a vote, she knows that someone is not absent.  
 
Janis said Sam, who was absent, will schedule a zoom board member training for 
the committee chairs. 

VI. GOVERNMENT REPORTS 

a) Public Safety LAPD Devonshire Division (non-emergency number 1 877-ASK   
LAPD): Move to 8 p.m. / 8:30. Mikkie said the numbers have gone down in all areas 
except burglaries, which are up as compared to last year. She recommended locking 
your car when leaving it parked.  

• If there are any vacant properties in your area and you see squatters, report it to 
the senior lead officer.  

• The Valley Racing Task Force has been disbanded so report issues to Valley 
Traffic.  

• The next Basic Car Meeting will take place on Wednesday, March 25th with Officer 
Zamora.  

• LAPD Interim Officer Philip Yu was promoted to Sr. Lead Officer.  

mailto:reformlacharter@lacity.org
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• April 18th is an open house at the Devonshire Division with a pancake fundraiser.  
 

b) CD 12 City Council Representative Rep. Myrka Martinez, representing City 
Councilmember Lee, suggested board members sign up for their newsletter.  

• They celebrated the Lunar New Year and will be having a Spring event, followed by a 
Summer event.  

• There will be a weeklong community celebration for the World Cup, info to come. 
Improvements were done at Northridge Park to comply with ADA requirements.  

• Their Rapid Response Team is out daily being proactive. They have collected over 
1,000 items already.  

• They are looking to have an event at the end of May with the mounted units from Rec  & 
Parks so the community can meet the rangers. It will be held at Oakridge Park and 
CD12 will be sponsoring this event.  

Kathleen asked about the two kinds of cameras for surveillance. Myrka said the Speed Safety 
cameras came through State law. She had no info on the freeway cameras. 

c) Julia Estrada from the Office of Assemblywoman Pilar Shiavo: 
•  She said their Tacos and Taxes event will happen on March 28, 2026 at College of the 

Canyons where eligible participants can get free tax prep;  
• their online Safety and Data Protection webinar will be virtual on April 13th.  
• The Assemblymember will attend Day of the Horse on April 18th in Chatsworth.  
• She attended the Valero Center ribbon cutting at CSUN which provides resources for 

students.  
• Julia talked about 17 legislative matters the Assemblywoman is championing in 

Sacramento. 
 

d) Department of Neighborhood Empowerment Vincent Autiero stated that due to the  
• budget cuts to DONE. They are shifting from 4 NEAs in the Valley to 3, so he is taking 

on more NC representation. As a result, he won’t be able to stay at evening meetings 
longer than 9 p.m.  

• They have Maximize Your NC’s Reach on Next Door on 3/26, 11:30 – 1p.m.;  
• EmpowerLA Youth Conference takes place on Saturday, June 6, 2026 at City Hall. They 

are looking to enroll 100 youth (14-17 years) to give them a chance to get to know the 
city and participate in NC business for the Youth Seat.  

• LA Dept. of Transportation launched a survey and will hold a workshop on 3/11 from 6 
p.m. – 7 p.m. to discuss their survey about transit services and how to improve it. There 
will be impacts from the World Cup events and want input on that. 
 

e) Budget Advocate Glenn Bailey, (www.budgetadvocates.org): 
•  The budge advocates have met with almost all the city departments. When they do their 

White Paper with their recommendations for the city budget in March, he will send a 
copy to the board.  

• The Mayor releases her budget on April 20th and he hopes she will agree with their 
recommendations.  

• He spoke about the NC Elections – the city clerk is suggesting cancelling the 2027 
elections and using the $915,000 budget for other purposes. This would extend the NC 
board members service by two years.  

http://budgetadvocates.org/
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• On Sunday, April 26, the budget reps will hold a meeting to discuss their thoughts on the 
Mayor’s budget.  

• Save the Date: Budget Day is June 27th at City Hall.  
 

VII. FUNDING MOTIONS   
a) Discussion and updates presented by Outreach Chair Nathan Lichtman, 

and possible vote on spending up to $2500 for a Sponsorship or NPG for 
Salute to Rec and Parks at Northridge Park on May 15 - 17.  

 
 (Edwards/Kraft) moved that NWNC fund an NPG for $2,500 for the Supporters 
of Shadow Ranch and Woodland Hills Parks Incorporated for the Salute to 
Recreation Family Festival, held at Northridge Park, May 15 - 17, 2026. 

 
 Merab Ruiz, recreation coordinator from Rec and Parks, spoke about this 

event. 
 Janis asked Merab to talk about the beer garden they will have.  
 Merab said it will be fenced off from the public. They are looking for in-kind 

donations for the beer garden and not asking any NCs to sponsor it.  
 Janis wanted to make sure that they sponsorship dollars would not go to the 

beer garden.  
 Kathleen suggested funding it by using an NPG. 
 Glenn Bailey also suggested an NPG rather than a sponsorship. 

   
The motion failed: 4-4-0. 
Voting Yea: Kraft, Edwards, Lowell & Haddad. 
Opposed: Diamond, Young, Lichtman & Flax-Clark. 
Abstaining: (0)  
Absent (3): Dulys, Hertzberg & Sims 

 
(Lichtman/Young) moved that NWNC fund an NPG for $1,500 for the 
Supporters of Shadow Ranch and Woodland Hills Parks Incorporated for 
the Salute to Recreation Family Festival, held at Northridge Park, May 15 - 
17, 2026.  
 

(Edwards/Kraft) then amended the motion to fund an NPG for $2,000 for the 
Supporters of Shadow Ranch and Woodland Hills Parks Incorporated for the 
Salute to Recreation Family Festival, held at Northridge Park, May 15 - 17, 
2026. The motion failed: 4-4-0. 
 
Voting Yea: Kraft, Edwards, Lowell & Haddad  
Opposed: Diamond, Young, Lichtman & Flax-Clark  

  Abstaining: (0)  
  Absent (3): Dulys, Hertzberg & Sims 
 
The board then voted on the previous motion: 
(Lichtman/Young) moved that NWNC fund an NPG for $1,500 for the 
Supporters of Shadow Ranch and Woodland Hills Parks Incorporated for 
the Salute to Recreation Family Festival, held at Northridge Park, May 15 - 
17, 2026.  
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The motion carried: 7-1-0.  
Voting Yea: Diamond, Young, Lichtman, Flax-Clark, Edwards, Lowell & Haddad. 
Opposed (1) Kraft 
Abstaining (0) 

 Absent: (3): Dulys, Hertzberg & Sims 
 

b) Presentation by Nathan Lichtman with discussion and vote on spending up 
to     $2000 on the purchase of Outreach promotional items. Nathan 
reviewed different promotional items he has earmarked for purchase using a 
local Chatsworth vendor. There was discussion on those items by the board.  
 
(Lichtman/Flax-Clark) moved that NWNC fund up to $2000.00 for 
promotional items based on the suggestions the Outreach committee has 
made to the board.  
 
The motion carried unanimously. 

Voting Yea (8): Kraft, Edwards, Flax-Clark, Lichtman, Lowell, Haddad, Diamond & 
Young. 
Opposed (0) 
Abstaining (0)  
Absent (3): Dulys, Hertzberg & Sims 
 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 
a) Discussion and possible vote to create a Planning Committee to work on 

changes to our neighborhood tri-fold information and/or a creating a 
possible Flyer.  Nathan stated that he would have a mockup version for the next 
Exec. Committee meeting in April. 
 

b) Possible motion to submit CIS on CF 23-1168 which is LADOT’s Speed Safety 
Pilot program. CIS is due 3/13/26.  Janis stated there are 3 streets within the 
NWNC boundaries which will have speed cameras: Reseda Blvd. to Kinzie from 
Superior shared with NE, Nordhoff St. to Geyser from Yolanda shared with NS and 
Tampa to Merridy from Lassen, which have the following schools: Nobel, Our Lady 
of Lourdes, Callahan. https://cityclerk.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2023/23-
1168_rpt_dot_2-11-2026.pdf 

 
Janis said CM Lee has asked NWNC to submit a CIS recommending CF 23-1168. 
She read the language of her draft CIS. (Edwards/Lowell) moved to approve the 
draft CIS recommending CF 23-1168. The motion carried: 7-1-0.  
 

 Voting Yea: Diamond, Young, Kraft, Flax-Clark, Edwards, Lowell & Haddad. 
Opposed (0) 
Abstaining (1) Lichtman 
Absent: (3): Dulys, Hertzberg & Sims 
 

c)  Discussion and/or possible action to approve or not approve recommended 
changes to the final draft of the NWNC Bylaws as proposed by the Bylaws 
Ad Hoc Committee for 2026.  Proposed changes to NWNC Bylaws are due to 
DONE no later than 4/1/26. Tabled for a Special Meeting in March or April. 
Janis will alert the board to potential dates. 
 

https://cityclerk.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2023/23-1168_rpt_dot_2-11-2026.pdf
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2023/23-1168_rpt_dot_2-11-2026.pdf


6 
 

VIII. NWNC Committee Reports 
a) Executive Committee (Janis Kraft): No report. 

 
b) Public Safety: Jeff Diamond said NWNC was notified by a stakeholder on Tampa 

who was having trouble with a sober living facility. Jeff has scheduled a meeting 
on 3/31 with that person. Beautification work was done on Devonshire by two 
individual groups. LA Sanitation will pick up the debris. Jeff suggested writing a 
thank you note to thank those volunteers plus a certificate of appreciation. 
Kathleen suggested giving them a certificate and inviting them to a meeting. 
Kathleen added that board members should notify the committee members of any 
streetlights that are out.  

 
 c) Government Affairs: Richard Young received four legislative reports that were of 
concern to NWNC and received 5 emails on this. But there was no meeting held for 
his committee. 

                  
d) Planning and Land Use (Diana Delgado): No report. 

 
  

e) Elections: Janis has no report but Glenn talked about the possible postponement of 
elections in 2027. 
 

f) Homelessness (Nathan Lichtman): No report. 
 

g) Beautification (Sam Dulys): Janis said Sam was working on doing some more work 
on projects to beautify the area. 

 
h) Budget: Joel Lowell said a question about the numbers on his MER was due to the 

rollover. 
 

i) Outreach: Nathan Lichtman is rescheduling his meeting as he missed the 72-hour 
deadline for notifications. 

 
 j) Education (Krystal Sims): No report. 

 
IX.  ADJOURNMENT at 9:31 p.m. 

 
-Minutes by Pat Kramer, AtWork- 

 


