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February 10, 2026

RE: The LANCC Charter Reform Recommendations

POSITION: FOR

On February 10, 2026 at a Brown Act noticed public meeting held by the Northridge West
Neighborhood Council with 10 board members present, which exceeded quorum, there was a vote of

10 yes, 0 no, 0 abstentions, and 2 absences to support the LANCC Charter Reform Recommendations.

On January 21, 2026, the Los Angeles Neighborhood Council Coalition (LANCC) presented a set of
Charter Reform recommendations to the Charter Reform Commission. You can find the full list of
recommendations

at https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sItWT2ZrwFD21d734G6HjdOUtHxChkqv/view and the
recommended Charter changes

at https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QvMughFANOPAAXEOVSxDetKAXW_CILj/view. The list of

reforms below are highlights from our recommendations.

In an April 26, 2023 article by LAist Civics and Democracy (https://laist.com/news/politics/la-mayor-

bass-promises-review-of-neighborhood-councils), Mayor Bass “promised to evaluate the city’s

neighborhood council system.” The article adds, “Bass said she wants to ‘really improve the

system...”” This is our opportunity to make sure we deliver on her promise.

We, the undersigned, “support in concept” these reforms. We are counting on the Commission to

respond by making these vitally needed changes to the Charter.

NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL REFORMS

e Neighborhood Council right to speak
e Neighborhood Councils shall have the right to speak, in person and telephonically,
before all public meetings of the City, be in a separate queue from public comment,

and shall be given five minutes to speak


https://zcvrp-zgvfh.maillist-manage.com/click/1e1f71a65479f20a/1e1f71a65479ad19
https://zcvrp-zgvfh.maillist-manage.com/click/1e1f71a65479f20a/1e1f71a65479ad1b
https://zcvrp-zgvfh.maillist-manage.com/click/1e1f71a65479f20a/1e1f71a65479ad1d
https://zcvrp-zgvfh.maillist-manage.com/click/1e1f71a65479f20a/1e1f71a65479ad1d
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e NCs shall have the right to speak whenever an item appears on an agenda, even in
cases where that item has already been heard by a committee

e Neighborhood Councils, regardless of the City’s position, may deliver to any
governmental agency a statement passed in a Brown Acted public meeting at which
there is quorum. The City may create and require language to indicate the NC is
speaking for itself and not the City.

e Neighborhood Councils shall monitor the delivery of City services in their
respective areas and the City at-large. City services shall include all departments
defined in the Charter and created by ordinance, joint power commissions, and
offices of elected officials.

e City Departments, Commissions, and Offices that issue permits, approvals, or regulatory
decisions following a public hearing (including but not limited to the City Planning
Department, Department of Cannabis Regulation, and any successor or related offices) and
ministerial construction projects that bypass City Planning and go directly to the Department
of Building and Safety shall give NCs a minimum of 30 calendar days to weigh in.

e The Department of City Planning shall ensure that all documents related to a case
before the Department, including ministerial projects that bypass the Department of
City Planning and go directly to the Department of Building and Safety are made
public and posted to the online case file.

¢ During budget challenges, the percentage of Neighborhood Council budget reductions shall
not be greater than that of the office of the Mayor. When the Mayor's office budget is restored
after the budget challenge, the Neighborhood Councils budgets are similarly restored.

e The City Attorney shall give advice or opinion in writing when requested by a Neighborhood
Council President or Chair

¢ Increased the number of commissioners from seven to nine with the two additional
commissioners being at-large and appointed by Neighborhood Councils

e At the same time as departments, Neighborhood Councils shall submit their budget
request for the following year. The two at-large BONC commissioners shall be a
single point-of-contact and shall organize the requests into a single request for the

Mayor’s consideration.

CITY-WIDE REFORMS
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e The Ethics Commission shall have the ability to send items directly to the ballot when the
City Council does not advance a recommendation or heavily amends a recommendation
e Five-year capital infrastructure plan that is updated bi-annually.
e Transparent and Ethical Council Votes. City Council members shall
e Actively vote yes, no, or abstain on each motion on the agenda
¢ Be visible to the public for the vote to count
¢ File a Form 51 when recusing from a vote
e Only be permitted to vote at City Council and Committee meetings if their required
training is current.
e Update to codify mandatory telephonic public comment. Working people cannot go

downtown to get on a queue where they hope to get one minute to speak.

We thank the Commissioners for taking the time to hear the January 21, 2026 presentation and for

giving thoughtful consideration to our recommendations.
Respectfully,

The Northridge West Neighborhood Council

Northridge West Neighborhood Council Members
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