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DATE: December 20, 2022 
 
SUBJECT: Renewal of the Intra-City Memorandum of Understanding with Certified 

Neighborhood Councils 
 
SUMMARY  
 
Board of Water and Power Commissioners (Board) approval is requested of the 
attached Intra-City Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Certified 
Neighborhood Councils (NC) and LADWP, approved as to form and legality by the City 
Attorney. Also transmitted is a Resolution, approved as to form and legality by the City 
Attorney, authorizing approval of the MOU. 
 
LADWP and the NC MOU Oversight Committee agreed to renew the MOU for an 
additional five-year period with modifications to continue to enhance effective two-way 
communications, transparency, and promote information sharing, mutual notice, and 
education.  
 
The term of the amended MOU will be five years, effective on the date it is approved by 
the Board. 
 
City Council approval is not required. 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
It is recommended that the Board adopt the Resolution approving the MOU between NC 
and LADWP.  
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
 
The current five-year budget and rates plan includes funding for staffing to service the 
NC and ensure that the notifications and activities set forth in the MOU are met. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Article IX of the Los Angeles City Charter established the creation of a citywide system 
of NC to promote citizen participation in government and make government more 
responsive to local needs. NC include representatives of many diverse interests in the 
community and have an advisory role on issues of concern to neighborhoods 
throughout the City.  
  
As a leader among City departments and in an effort to further enhance communication 
with NC, in April 2005, the Board approved an MOU with NC that chose to enter into 
such a MOU. The MOU was amended in 2007, approved as to form and legality by the 
City Attorney’s Office, to extend the original MOU for a term of five years and is on file 
with the Secretary of the Board. 
 
It was anticipated that over time, provisions of the MOU would need to be modified to 
further enhance effective communications between LADWP and certified NC that 
choose to enter into the MOU. The MOU was again amended in 2012 primarily to clarify 
the timeline relative to the neighborhood council rate action review period. 
 
Since 2012, LADWP’s efforts to comply with the provisions of the MOU continued to be 
commendable and appreciated. LADWP and NCs have agreed to renew the MOU for 
another five-year period with some additional modifications, to add expand topics for 
educational purposes and further clarify the NC rate review period. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION 
 
Determine item is exempt pursuant to California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
Guidelines 15060(c)(3). In accordance with this section, an activity is not subject to 
CEQA if it does not meet the definition of a project. Section 15378(b)(2) states that 
continuing administrative or maintenance activities, such as amending an advertising 
agreement scope of work to include translation and print services, does not meet that 
definition. Therefore, the approval to amend a scope of work for assistance from a 
qualified advertising firm to assist in the media planning and placement of advertising 
and marketing to promote awareness of LADWP, energy efficiency and water 
conservation efforts as well as LADWP programs and initiatives is not subject to CEQA. 
  
CITY ATTORNEY 
 
The Office of the City Attorney reviewed and approved the amended MOU and attached 
Resolution as to form and legality. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
 
 Resolution  
 MOU 
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